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Edge Details For High Pressure Laminate (HPL) Doors: 

There are two schools of thought regarding whether the edge strips should be installed before or after the 
face laminate. This is not addressed by industry standards, but most manufacturer’s standard is to apply 
the laminate to the face of the door and then to the edge. The argument used by those applying the edge 
first and then the face is that it is more aesthetically pleasing. The laminate typically specified for doors is 
.050 inches thick, which is slightly less than 1/16. It is also usually general-purpose laminate with a 
decorative face in a solid color or wood grain pattern. The color or wood graining is only on the surface 
of the laminate and the balance of the material is dark brown. Regardless of whether the edge is applied 
first or last the dark brown line formed by the edge of either the edge band or the face laminate will 
always be visible. It is much more predominate in light colors and becomes much more muted with dark 
colors. 
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